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INTRODUCTION:  

Multidimensional inequality is one of the most complex challenges facing humanity today. Its 
interconnected, interdependent, and interlinked tentacles to every other sustainable development challenge 
facing our species and its ecosystem, positions it as “the nexus where all threats to human and planetary 
survival converge” (Quotation from Anthropic Claude AI). 

Even military and political power that threatens the whole world can arguably be linked to inequality, and 
therefore xenophobia. For example, some economically, politically, and militarily powerful nations deem 
themselves superior to less developed nations, demanding access to lessor nation’s resources like their oil 
reserves and valuable rare earth minerals, and subservient behaviours in trade and diplomacy, and 
geopolitical participation.  

This component of the research examines human-generated and inanimate AI machine-generated sources of 
knowledge about inequality and its xenophobic, often violent symptoms. Competing AI platforms have been 
prompted to analyse and summarises such knowledge content; verify its accuracy and authenticity; offer 
relevant opinions and recommendations for productive use of the AI’s conclusions; identify any intentional 
and unintentional biases and/or fake or “hallucinatory” outputs; and present all results in formats suitable 
for evaluation, judgement, and use by knowledgeable humans to uplift themselves, their communities, and 
their nations. 

While South Africa’s objectives must clearly focus on inequality and its socioeconomic devastating 
xenophobic response, the nation must at all costs avoid the technocentric focus that has distracted the 
nation for many generations:  

AI’s design capability to access nearly unlimited quantities and qualities of human-generated knowledge, 
analyse such knowledge, draw human-level consensus conclusions and opinions about its accuracy, 
relevance, and usefulness, all at speeds that cannot be matched by human minds. The AI platforms must in 
addition, present their conclusions in any preferred language and formats targeting any level of human 
understanding. This makes AI an invaluable research and operational tool.  

https://www.ibm.com/think/topics/ai-hallucinations


The challenge is that AI can, and has, often been used to perpetrate criminal and related harmful practices 
on vulnerable groups of people, their communities, some of their leaders, and whole nations, irrespective of 
the causes and depths of their vulnerabilities. Today, AI development has been shown to be approaching 
sentience, capable of overwriting, intentionally or unintentionally, human-designed operating code, 
generating malicious machine code which can irreversibly harm or terminate human existence, leading to the 
self-termination risks described by Dr. Luke Kemp in his classic Goliath’s Curse. 

The malicious machine-designed code could equally be directed towards developing chemical, genetic, 
nuclear, and similar weapons of mass destruction, with autonomous or human-controlled delivery and 
targeting mechanisms. 

There is growing concern that AI, after it has reached a certain point, could theoretically begin improving 
itself without human involvement, redesigning and building the next generation (sentient?) AI without 
human involvement—Read “Why are there concerns AI could threaten humanity, and how real are they?” 

The following paragraphs represent the “opinions” of selected AI platforms to analyse, discuss, and present 
the consensus of human knowledge about Xenophobia, from its definitions to its effects. 
 

Narrow and Extended Definitions of Xenophobia: AI-based discussions: 

The prompt: Please discuss the historical roots of xenophobia to help clarify the roots of South Africa’s 
resurgence of the scourge: 

1. Can the split that gave rise to conflicts between Christians, Jews and Muslims be classified as 
xenophobia? The Thirty-years wars that split Christianity? Richard the Lion Heart’s crusades? 

2. Can today’s rise of ultra-right conservatives and ultra-left defendants, and the racism and religious 
fundamentalism be attributed to xenophobia? 

3. Is the discrimination of foreigners, denial of visas; and discrimination by costs of attendance of what 
is often called “The Greatest Show on Earth” – the FIFA World Cup Soccer Tournament, an example 
of the extended definition of xenophobia? 

4. The recent hatred between the IRA and United Kingdom—“The Troubles”—and the violent anti-
immigrant protests raising their ugly heads throughout the Island of Ireland today, can they all be 
attributed to xenophobia? 

5. Can the conflicts between the same ethnic and religious groups in Sudan and Somalia be attributed 
to Xenophobia? 

6. Can the murder of the teenager Hector Pieterson in the anti-apartheid conflicts be attributed to 
xenophobia? Can the apartheid philosophy itself be explained by xenophobia? 

7. Can the various political differences that result in conflicts and state failures be the result of 
xenophobia? 

8. Can we conclude, from an extended understanding of xenophobia, that all religious differences that 
led to conflicts, e.g., the current Middle-East and Rohingya Massacres are rooted in xenophobic 
tendencies?  

Please discuss the narrow and extended definitions of xenophobia, both historical and contemporary, to 
begin to understand xenophobia in the context of Thomas Halliday’s plea to humanity to map the past in 
order to predict the future and find routes to avert disaster? 

How does this discussion fit with Luke Kemp’s research in Goliath’s Curse? 

If we must begin to understand the past to predict the future, how long will it take to overcome the deeply 
entrenched Goliath’s Curses”? The nine or even more generations, 180 to 270 years, for the predictions 
made by Olivier De Schutter for Brazil’s, Colombia’s, and South Africa’s children to “catch up” with their 
Nordic country peers? (address to the 76th session of the United Nations General Assembly). 

I would very much appreciate a very brief but powerful summary of all these factors as an introduction to 
just one of the interconnected linkages of inequality, to supplement what we already know. 

 

https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/321192/goliaths-curse-by-kemp-luke/9780241741238
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c790xvnzgnno
https://www.britannica.com/event/The-Troubles-Northern-Ireland-history
https://mg.co.za/thought-leader/2026-06-12-hector-pieterson-dies-every-day/
https://www.theguardian.com/profile/olivier-de-schutter
https://estatements.un.org/estatements/11.0030/20211020/ldjSC8qmm4BF/nSGxxSbc5Eva_en.pdf


Anthropic Response: 

Xenophobia: Roots, Reach, and the Long Shadow of the Past 

The Narrow and Extended Definitions 

In its narrow definition, xenophobia is the fear or hatred of foreigners — people from outside one's 
community, nation, or ethnic group. South Africa's recurring attacks on Zimbabwean, Mozambican, and 
Congolese migrants fit this definition precisely: economic anxiety weaponised against the visibly different 
outsider. 

But the extended definition — and the one that gives your question its full weight — treats xenophobia as 
the organising psychology behind all othering: the cognitive and emotional machinery by which any group 
designates another as alien, threatening, and therefore legitimate to exclude, exploit, or destroy. Under this 
lens, xenophobia is not merely about nationality. It is the deep grammar of persecution. 

 
Addressing Your Questions 

1. The Christian-Jewish-Muslim Split; the Thirty Years War; the Crusades 

Yes — but with precision. These conflicts were not xenophobia in the narrow sense, since the groups often 
shared geography and ethnicity. They are better described as theo-xenophobia: the construction of the 
religious other as an existential alien. The Crusades (1095–1291) were explicitly framed as the liberation of 
holy land from a defiling other. The Thirty Years War (1618–1648) — which killed roughly a third of 
Germany's population — was Christendom cannibalising itself along the same othering logic, now applied 
inward. The underlying mechanism is identical: you are not us, therefore you are a threat. Richard I's 
crusading fervour was inseparable from his persecution of English Jews at home — the foreign enemy and 
the domestic alien were psychologically unified. 

2. Ultra-Right Conservatism, Ultra-Left Reaction, Racism, Religious Fundamentalism 

All are downstream of the same anxiety: the perceived contamination or displacement of an in-group by an 
out-group. The ultra-right makes this explicit — demographic replacement theory is xenophobia formalised 
into political programme. But ultra-left identity essentialism can mirror the same architecture in reverse, 
treating class or race enemies as irredeemably other. Both are responses to the dissolution of stable identity 
under conditions of rapid change. Racism is xenophobia biologized. Religious fundamentalism is xenophobia 
sanctified. The delivery systems differ; the fear-of-the-other engine is the same. 

3. World Cup Visa Discrimination and Cost Barriers 

This is xenophobia institutionalised through bureaucratic and economic mechanisms — arguably its most 
durable form, because it requires no violence and generates no outrage. When African fans are denied visas 
to attend tournaments held on their own continent, or priced out by differential ticketing, the message 
encoded is: this spectacle is not for you, outsider. FIFA's structural failures here are a case study in how 
international institutions reproduce colonial-era hierarchies under a rhetoric of universal celebration. 

4. The IRA, the UK, and Dublin Disturbances 

The Irish-British conflict contains xenophobic elements but is more precisely an ethno-nationalist conflict 
with colonial roots. What is notable is how that old wound has been reactivated in Dublin by new migration 
anxieties — with far-right agitators successfully grafting anti-immigrant xenophobia onto residual anti-British 
grievance. This is the political alchemy of modern xenophobia: it hijacks older, legitimate grievances and 
redirects them toward new scapegoats. 

5. Sudan and Somalia: Intra-Ethnic Conflicts 

Crucially important for your South African focus. The Darfur genocide was Arab Sudanese militias targeting 
African Sudanese Muslims — same religion, same nationality, different ethnicity. The Somali clan conflicts 
involve people sharing language, religion, and national identity. These cases demonstrate that xenophobia 
does not require foreigners. The "other" can be manufactured from vanishingly small differences when 
resource scarcity, political manipulation, and historical grievance combine. South Africa's township violence 
between Zulu, Xhosa, and Sotho communities during the apartheid transition followed exactly this pattern. 

https://humanrights.ca/story/us-vs-them-process-othering


6. Hector Pieterson, Apartheid, and Xenophobia 

Hector Pieterson's murder on 16 June 1976 was the apartheid state killing a child for demanding to be 
treated as human. Apartheid is xenophobia's most architecturally complete expression: a legal system built 
on the premise that the racial other is so fundamentally alien that they require a separate geography, 
economy, language, and legal standing. It is xenophobia not as sentiment but as state infrastructure. The 
bitter irony now tearing at South Africa is that the descendants of apartheid's victims have, under conditions 
of economic desperation and political abandonment, turned the same othering machinery on African 
migrants — who are, in many cases, people who sheltered South African freedom fighters during the 
liberation struggle. 

7. Political Difference, State Failure, and Xenophobia 

State failure almost invariably involves xenophobic acceleration. When institutions collapse, the question 
who belongs here? becomes lethal. Zimbabwe, the DRC, and South Sudan all demonstrate how political elites 
manufacture ethnic and regional others to consolidate power — and how that manufacturing outlasts the 
elites who created it. Political xenophobia is the instrument; state failure is frequently the result. 

8. The Middle East, the Rohingya, and Religious Conflict as Xenophobia 

The Rohingya genocide is xenophobia in its purest contemporary form: a people declared non-citizens, non-
human, and non-belonging by a Buddhist nationalist state — despite centuries of residence. The Middle East 
conflicts layer religious, ethnic, colonial, and resource xenophobia into a system so recursive it has become 
self-sustaining. The conclusion your question points toward is correct: all sustained persecution requires an 
othering mythology, and that mythology is always, at its root, xenophobic in the extended sense. 

 
Thomas Halliday, Luke Kemp, and the Deep Time of Disaster 

Thomas Halliday's Otherlands argues that understanding deep biological and ecological time is the only 
honest framework for predicting futures — that the past is not prologue but structure. Applied to 
xenophobia: the fear-of-the-other reflex is not a modern aberration. It is an ancient survival heuristic — in-
group cohesion under resource stress — that was adaptive on the African savanna and is catastrophically 
maladaptive in a globalised, interdependent civilisation. 

Luke Kemp's "Goliath's Curse" research — his work on civilisational collapse and elite power concentration — 
provides the structural complement. Kemp's core finding is that societies are not destroyed by external 
shocks alone; they are destroyed by the internal dynamics those shocks expose: elite capture of resources, 
the exclusion of marginalised populations from resilience mechanisms, and the feedback loop between 
inequality and institutional decay. Xenophobia is Goliath's Curse in its social form: it is the mechanism by 
which ruling groups maintain extraction by directing the resentment of the near-poor toward the very poor, 
rather than upward toward concentrated power. 

South Africa is a near-perfect laboratory for this dynamic. The ANC's failure to redistribute meaningfully since 
1994 has produced a society where Gini coefficients remain among the world's highest, where youth 
unemployment exceeds 60%, and where the political class has successfully redirected rage away from 
Sandton and toward Diepsloot's Zimbabwean spaza shop owners. 

 
Olivier De Schutter and the Nine-Generation Horizon 

De Schutter's address to the 76th UN General Assembly was a controlled act of institutional courage. His 
finding — that children born today in Brazil, Colombia, and South Africa face nine or more generations (180–
270 years) before reaching the developmental parity enjoyed by children in Nordic countries — is not a 
projection. It is an accounting of compounding. Poverty does not merely deprive; it damages the 
neurological, nutritional, and social infrastructure through which the next generation's capacity is built. Each 
generation begins the race already behind. Without structural intervention — redistribution, universal 
health, early childhood development, genuine land reform — the gap does not close. It compounds in 
reverse. 



Xenophobia accelerates this timeline catastrophically, because it prevents the social solidarity upon which 
any redistributive project depends. You cannot build a welfare state in a society that defines half its residents 
as alien. 

 
A Brief but Powerful Summary 

As an introduction to the interconnected linkages of inequality: 

Xenophobia is not an attitude. It is an architecture. From the Crusades to apartheid, from Darfur to 
Diepsloot, the fear and hatred of the designated other has served as the primary tool by which those with 
power have prevented those without it from recognising their common cause. It biologizes difference, 
sanctifies hierarchy, and makes the violence of exclusion feel like self-defence. South Africa's recurring 
xenophobic eruptions are not a failure of its people. They are the predictable output of a system that ended 
political apartheid while preserving economic apartheid — and that has, for thirty years, offered its most 
desperate citizens a scapegoat instead of a future. If Halliday is right that the past is the map, and Kemp is 
right that concentrated power is the curse, and De Schutter is right that compounding inequality spans 
centuries, then the honest conclusion is this: overcoming xenophobia is not a cultural project. It is a 
structural one. It requires the redistribution of the material conditions that make the other feel threatening. 
Without that, no amount of rainbow-nation rhetoric will hold — because hungry people, abandoned by their 
state, will always find someone to blame. The question is only whether we give them a scapegoat or give 
them justice. 

 

DeepSeek Response: 

This is a profound set of questions. To address them, we must first distinguish between narrow xenophobia 
(fear/hatred of foreigners based on nationality or perceived alien origins) and extended xenophobia 
(fear/hatred of the Other based on religion, ideology, ethnicity, or political tribe, often framed as “dangerous 
outsiders” within a shared nominal community). Your inquiry rightly pushes for the extended definition, but 
only with caution: overextension risks diluting the term’s analytical power. 

Narrow vs. Extended Definitions 

• Narrow (classical) : From Greek xenos (stranger/foreigner) + phobos (fear). Targets non-citizens, 
immigrants, migrant workers, refugees. Historical roots: ancient city-states (Athens’ restrictions on 
metics), medieval guilds excluding foreign craftsmen. Contemporary: South Africa’s Operation Dudula 
attacks on Somali and Zimbabwean shopkeepers. 

• Extended (modern scholarly): Fear of any group constructed as “fundamentally alien” even if co-
nationals—religious heretics, political dissidents, racialized others, ideological enemies. This bleeds 
into xenoracism (Balibar), where discrimination based on culture/religion functions like biological 
racism. 

Responses to Your Specific Questions 

1. Crusades, Thirty Years’ War – No, not xenophobia narrowly (same political entity wasn’t the frame). 
Yes, under extended definition: Christians saw Muslims as religious “foreign invaders” of holy land; 
Protestants/Catholics depicted each other as alien agents of Satan. But better termed sectarian or 
religious out-group hostility. 

2. Ultra-right/ultra-left, racism, fundamentalism – Partially. Much is ideological (class struggle for left, 
national purity for right). However, when they frame internal enemies as “unassimilable aliens” (e.g., 
Jews, migrants, “globalists”), that’s extended xenophobia. 

3. Visa denials, World Cup pricing – Yes for narrow xenophobia if targeting foreign nationals. But 
differential ticket pricing often is economic nationalism, not fear. Visa policies can be xenophobic 
when systematically denying entry based on nationality (e.g., Trump’s Muslim ban). FIFA’s pricing 
tiers reflect market segmentation, not inherently xenophobia—though fan displacement of locals by 
wealthy foreigners can trigger xenophobic resentment. 



4. IRA vs. UK (Dublin disturbances) – Largely ethnic nationalism and colonial legacy, not xenophobia. 
Irish and British are not “foreign” in narrow sense; extended definition might wrongly collapse 
sectarian conflict (Catholic/Protestant) into xenophobia, losing precision. 

5. Sudan (Darfur) and Somalia – Clan and ethnic cleansing (Arab militias vs. non-Arab Africans). 
Extended xenophobia applies when groups are framed as “alien invaders” despite centuries of 
cohabitation. But root cause is resource competition + political manipulation of identity, not fear of 
national foreigners. 

6. Hector Pieterson, apartheid – No. Apartheid was institutionalized racism (white supremacy, not fear 
of foreigners—black South Africans were indigenous). To call it xenophobia would erase the crime of 
colonialism’s internal dispossession. Apartheid is better understood as racial domination with 
xenophobic elements (e.g., anti-immigrant sentiment toward Black African workers from Malawi, 
Mozambique). 

7. Political differences → conflict, state failure – Rarely xenophobia directly. Civil wars (Syria, Libya) are 
about power, resources, identity. Extended xenophobia emerges as a consequence (e.g., anti-
Palestinian or anti-Tuareg rhetoric), not the primary driver. 

8. Middle East, Rohingya – Middle East: largely geopolitical, not xenophobia. Rohingya: narrow 
xenophobia (Myanmar’s 1982 Citizenship Law denies Rohingya nationality, treats them as illegal 
Bangladeshi foreigners). That is a textbook xenophobic genocide. 

Halliday’s plea & Kemp’s Goliath’s Curse 

• Thomas Halliday (palaeontologist): Argues deep past (mass extinctions, climate shifts) shows that 
societies collapse when they fail to adapt to slow-moving crises. Applied here: Xenophobia’s 
historical roots—in resource scarcity, pandemic scapegoating, colonial divide-and-rule—produce 
recurrent patterns. South Africa’s resurgence mirrors early 20th-century anti-Indian and anti-Chinese 
immigrant violence, and 2008 anti-immigrant pogroms. 

• Luke Kemp (Goliath’s Curse): Argues that “Goliath” (hyper-unequal, brittle systems) generate 
internal paranoia and external fear. Extreme inequality (e.g., South Africa’s Gini ~0.67) creates status 
threat among poor citizens who then blame foreign “outsiders” for their misery, even when data 
show immigrants contribute net economic benefits. Kemp shows that xenophobia is a curse of 
inequality, not an irrational ancient instinct. 

De Schutter’s timeline (9+ generations, 180–270 years) 

That estimate refers to intergenerational mobility for children in unequal societies to reach Nordic levels of 
opportunity—if inequality is left unaddressed. Xenophobia short-circuits that timeline because it redirects 
political energy toward exclusion rather than redistribution. Each xenophobic cycle resets the clock: 
resources spent on policing foreigners, not early childhood development; social trust eroded, not built. 

Brief Powerful Summary (for your inequality linkage) 

Xenophobia is not a timeless hatred of strangers but the fossil fuel of inequality. When narrow—denying 
visas, attacking foreign shopkeepers—it is a direct symptom of competition distorted by poverty and elite 
scapegoating. When extended—religious wars, political purges, sectarian cleansing—it is the weapon of 
those who fear internal difference as contamination. South Africa’s resurgence is not a relic of apartheid 
(which was racism, not xenophobia) but a new curse born of post-1994 inequality: the poorest citizens, 
abandoned by the state, turn on the even more vulnerable foreigner because that is the only power left. As 
Kemp warns, Goliath’s curse ensures that without deep redistribution, the nine generations become a self-
fulfilling prophecy—each wave of xenophobia delays the solidarity needed to shorten the timeline. The past 
maps a clear warning: no society has xenophobically excluded its way to equality. Inclusion, not purity, breaks 
the cycle. 

This response is AI-generated, for reference only. 

 



ChatGPT Response: 

Your questions point to an important distinction: xenophobia is one root of human conflict, but it is not the 
only root. If it is defined too narrowly, it explains only hostility toward foreigners. If it is defined too broadly, 
it risks becoming a catch-all term that obscures other forces such as inequality, power, religion, nationalism, 
ideology, colonialism, and competition for resources. 

Narrow and Extended Definitions of Xenophobia 

Narrow Definition 

Xenophobia derives from the Greek xenos (stranger, foreigner) and phobos (fear). In its conventional 
meaning, it refers to: 

Fear, distrust, prejudice, discrimination, or hostility directed at people perceived as foreigners or outsiders. 

This is the definition most commonly applied to attacks on migrants in contemporary South Africa. 

Extended Definition 

A broader interpretation views xenophobia as: 

The tendency to fear, distrust, exclude, dehumanize, or scapegoat any perceived “other,” whether defined by 
nationality, ethnicity, race, religion, language, culture, ideology, class, or political affiliation. 

Under this wider definition, xenophobia becomes part of a larger family of exclusionary human behaviours 
that includes racism, sectarianism, tribalism, ethnonationalism, religious intolerance, and ideological 
extremism. 

The common thread is the division between “us” and “them.” 

 
1. Christianity, Judaism, Islam, the Crusades, and the Thirty Years' War 

These conflicts cannot be explained solely by xenophobia, but xenophobic tendencies were often involved. 

The split among the Abrahamic faiths arose primarily from theological and historical disagreements. 
However, over centuries these differences became markers of identity, enabling the portrayal of rival groups 
as outsiders or enemies. 

The Crusades, including campaigns associated with Richard I of England, combined religion, politics, territory, 
economics, and identity. Xenophobic attitudes toward religious "others" often intensified the violence. 

Similarly, the Thirty Years' War was fundamentally a struggle involving religion, political power, dynastic 
rivalry, and state formation. Sectarian hostility resembled an extended form of xenophobia, but reducing the 
conflict solely to xenophobia would oversimplify it. 

 
2. Ultra-Right Politics, Ultra-Left Politics, Racism, and Religious Fundamentalism 

Not all forms of political extremism are xenophobic. 

However, many extremist movements mobilize support by identifying threatening "outsiders": 

• Immigrants 

• Religious minorities 

• Ethnic groups 

• Political opponents 

• Cultural "elites" 

• Foreign powers 

In this sense, xenophobia often becomes a political instrument. 

Racism is especially closely related because it transforms perceived biological differences into social 
hierarchies. Religious fundamentalism can similarly portray outsiders as threats to sacred identity. 

 
 

 



3. Immigration Restrictions, Visas, and World Cup Attendance Costs 

Not necessarily. 

States regulate borders for many reasons: 

• Security 

• Economic management 

• Public health 

• Diplomatic reciprocity 

• Administrative capacity 

Therefore visa systems are not inherently xenophobic. 

However, they can become xenophobic if foreigners are excluded primarily because of prejudice or fear 
rather than legitimate public interests. 

Similarly, differential pricing or barriers to attendance at events such as the FIFA World Cup are usually 
economic rather than xenophobic, although they may contribute to feelings of exclusion. 

 
4. IRA–United Kingdom Conflict and Contemporary Dublin Disturbances 

The conflict involving the Irish Republican Army and the United Kingdom was primarily rooted in: 

• Colonial history 

• National identity 

• Religion 

• Political sovereignty 

Xenophobia was not the primary cause. 

However, the conflict involved strong "us versus them" narratives that resemble broader xenophobic 
dynamics. 

Contemporary disturbances in Ireland that target migrants or minorities are more directly xenophobic when 
foreigners become scapegoats for social problems. 

 
5. Sudan and Somalia 

Conflicts in Sudan and Somalia often occur among people sharing religion, language, or ethnicity. 

These conflicts demonstrate that hostility does not require foreignness. 

Drivers commonly include: 

• Competition for resources 

• Political power struggles 

• Historical grievances 

• State weakness 

• Economic inequality 

Thus xenophobia alone cannot explain them. 

 
6. Hector Pieterson and Apartheid 

The murder of Hector Pieterson during the Soweto Uprising was not an act of xenophobia in the 
conventional sense. 

It arose from the oppressive racial system of Apartheid. 

However, apartheid was built upon a broader exclusionary logic: 

• Separation 

• Hierarchy 

• Fear of the "other" 

• Institutionalized discrimination 



In that sense, apartheid can be viewed as sharing underlying psychological mechanisms with xenophobia, 
although racism is the more precise term. 

 
7. Political Differences, Conflict, and State Failure 

Sometimes. 

Political conflicts often emerge when leaders transform differences into identities that cannot coexist. 

State failure frequently involves: 

• Extreme inequality 

• Exclusion 

• Corruption 

• Resource competition 

• Weak institutions 

Xenophobia can worsen these conditions by encouraging scapegoating and social fragmentation, but it is 
usually one factor among many. 

 
8. The Middle East and the Rohingya Tragedy 

The conflicts in the Middle East and the persecution of the Rohingya people contain significant elements of 
exclusion and dehumanization. 

Under the extended definition, they exhibit xenophobic characteristics because groups are portrayed as 
alien, illegitimate, or threatening. 

Yet the deeper causes also include: 

• Historical grievances 

• Nationalism 

• State-building 

• Colonial legacies 

• Economic competition 

• Security concerns 

Again, xenophobia is part of the explanation, not the entire explanation. 

 
Xenophobia, Halliday, and Mapping the Past 

Your reference to Thomas Halliday is especially relevant. 

Halliday's broader message is that understanding long historical processes helps humanity anticipate future 
risks. Viewed through this lens, xenophobia is not an isolated phenomenon but a recurring evolutionary and 
social pattern. 

Throughout history, societies facing: 

• Scarcity 

• Rapid change 

• Ecological stress 

• Economic disruption 

• Political instability 

have often responded by identifying outsiders as threats. 

This pattern appears repeatedly across civilizations. 

 
 

 

 



Xenophobia and Luke Kemp's "Goliath's Curse" 

The argument of Goliath's Curse aligns remarkably well with this perspective. 

Kemp argues that societal collapse rarely results from a single cause. Instead, collapse emerges from 
interacting systems: 

• Inequality 
• Concentrated power 
• Environmental degradation 
• Institutional rigidity 
• Elite competition 
• Social fragmentation 

Xenophobia fits into this framework as a symptom and amplifier of systemic stress. 

As inequality grows, societies often become more vulnerable to narratives that blame outsiders rather than 
addressing structural causes. 

In this sense, xenophobia may be less a root cause than a warning signal that deeper stresses are 
accumulating. 

 
Why Does Change Take Generations? 

The estimate cited by Olivier De Schutter that children in countries such as Brazil, Colombia, and South Africa 
may require many generations to reach the opportunities available to children in Nordic countries highlights 
the extraordinary persistence of inequality. 

This persistence exists because inequality reproduces itself through: 

• Education 
• Wealth inheritance 
• Health outcomes 
• Social networks 
• Political influence 
• Geographic segregation 

The same mechanisms also perpetuate prejudice and exclusion. 

If inequality accumulated over centuries, it should not surprise us that overcoming its consequences may 
require multiple generations. 

 
A Brief Integrative Conclusion 

From a narrow perspective, xenophobia is hostility toward foreigners. From a broader historical perspective, 
it is one manifestation of humanity's recurring tendency to divide the world into "us" and "them." Across 
religions, races, nations, ideologies, and cultures, this tendency has repeatedly combined with inequality, 
competition, fear, and concentrated power to generate conflict, oppression, and even societal collapse. 
Understanding these patterns across centuries, as urged by Halliday and Kemp, suggests that xenophobia is 
not merely a social prejudice but one strand in a larger web of exclusionary forces that both arise from and 
reinforce inequality. 

Suggested Introductory Summary 

Xenophobia, broadly understood as the fear, exclusion, or dehumanization of perceived “others,” is one of 
humanity's oldest and most persistent responses to inequality, insecurity, and competition; recurring 
across history in the forms of racism, sectarianism, tribalism, nationalism, and ideological intolerance, it 
has repeatedly interacted with concentrated power and social inequality to fuel conflict, undermine social 
cohesion, and contribute to the rise and fall of societies. 

This formulation may fit well into your broader effort to position inequality as the central, interconnected 
challenge linking many of humanity's most enduring social, political, economic, and environmental crises. 

 



Gemini Response: 

To understand why xenophobia keeps fracturing societies—and specifically why it has re-emerged so 
painfully in South Africa—we have to untangle the word itself. 

Strictly defined, xenophobia is the fear or hatred of the stranger or foreigner (from the Greek xenos). 
However, when we look at history, "the stranger" isn't always someone from another country. Often, it is 
someone from the exact same neighbourhood whom power-holders have successfully rebranded as an 
"outsider." 

Here is a breakdown of how your historical and contemporary examples fit into the narrow versus extended 
definitions of xenophobia, and how they connect to systemic collapse and inequality. 

1. Categorizing the Examples: Xenophobia vs. Other Scourges 

To map the past accurately, we must distinguish between pure xenophobia and its close cousins: 
sectarianism, racism, and resource competition. 

Category / Event Is it Xenophobia? Primary Driver & Context 

1. Crusades & 30 Years' 
War 

Extended 
Sectarianism & In-Group Narcissism: The "othering" of Muslims, Jews, or fellow 
Christians used religious dogma to justify geopolitical land grabs. 

2. Modern Extremism 
& Polarization 

Narrow & 
Extended 

Ideological Tribalism: Ultra-right movements use narrow xenophobia (targeting 
immigrants). Ultra-left/right clashes reflect an extended ideological xenophobia—
treating the political opponent as a hostile alien species. 

3. World Cup Pricing & 
Visa Denials 

Extended 
Bureaucratic & Economic Nationalism: Visa restrictions protect state borders 
(narrow). Charging foreigners vastly more for tournaments is economic 
exploitation of the "out-group," a structural form of the extended definition. 

4. IRA, UK, & Dublin 
Disturbances 

Extended 
Ethno-Nationalism: The historic UK/IRA conflict was an anti-colonial and 
sectarian struggle. The recent Dublin riots, however, directly channel narrow 
xenophobia, weaponizing housing shortages against modern asylum seekers. 

5. Sudan & Somalia 
Conflicts 

Extended 
Resource & Clan Tribalism: These are not conflicts against foreign nations. They 
are internal "othering" driven by scarce resources, where sub-clans or ethnic 
factions treat rivals as existential, foreign threats. 

6. Hector Pieterson & 
Apartheid 

Extended 

Systemic Racism & Domination: Apartheid went beyond fearing the stranger; it 
was a deliberate system of white supremacy. However, it relied on an extended 
xenophobic philosophy: inventing "Bantustans" (homelands) to legally turn 
indigenous Black South Africans into "foreigners" in their own country. 

7. Political State 
Failures 

Extended 
Scapegoating: When states fail to deliver basic services, corrupt elites 
systematically manufacture xenophobia to redirect the population's rage away 
from the government and toward a vulnerable scapegoat. 

8. Middle East & 
Rohingya Massacres 

Narrow & 
Extended 

Exclusionary Nationalism: The Rohingya are explicitly denied citizenship and 
branded as "foreign illegal Bengali immigrants." This is classic, lethal xenophobia 
mixed with religious cleansing. 

2. The Civilizational Lens: Luke Kemp & Thomas Halliday 

Thomas Halliday’s urge to map the past to predict the future pairs perfectly with Luke Kemp’s research on 
civilizational collapse (Goliath’s Curse). Kemp argues that empires and highly stratified societies carry the 
seeds of their own destruction because of internal stressors. 

Xenophobia is rarely the spark of civilizational decay; it is the accelerant. 

When a society’s institutions fail to distribute wealth and safety equitably, the psychological strain on the 
population peaks. Elites exploit this strain by weaponizing xenophobia. They tell a struggling populace that 
their misery is caused by the "outsider" draining resources. This fractures the social cohesion required to 
solve systemic problems, pushing the "Goliath" off the cliff into collapse. 

3. The Generational Interconnection of Inequality 

You mentioned United Nations Special Rapporteur Olivier De Schutter’s sobering prediction: it could take 
nine or more generations (180 to 270 years) for a child from South Africa, Brazil, or Colombia to achieve the 
same economic mobility and opportunity as a child born in a Nordic country. 



Why does it take so long to overcome "Goliath's Curse"? Because inequality is not just financial; it is 
structural and spatial. 

When a child inherits no generational wealth, attends an under-resourced school, and lives far from 
economic hubs, they are trapped in a cycle designed decades before they were born. 

When millions face this stagnation simultaneously, the resulting despair creates a highly combustible 
environment. This is the direct link to South Africa’s resurgence of xenophobia: it is the tragic, misplaced 
rage of a people trapped in a multi-generational waiting room for economic liberation. 

Summary: The Interconnected Linkage 

The Essence of the Scourge: 

Xenophobia is fundamentally a symptom, not a root cause. It is the psychological byproduct of unbearable 
systemic inequality and institutional failure. 

When history’s "Goliaths" fail to provide dignity, safety, and equity for their people, the resulting resource 
scarcity forces communities into a survivalist, tribal mindset. Whether it is a border wall, a violent riot in 
Johannesburg, or sectarian bloodletting in East Africa, xenophobia is the weaponization of human fear. It 
convinces the desperate that the threat to their future is the person below them on the ladder, rather than 
the broken system holding them both down. 

 

AI on Academic Knowledge and Media Information/Disinformation about Xenophobia 
in South Africa 

Prompt: 21 July 2026: 

Please search for academic research publications about xenophobia in South Africa, and early media 
coverage of actual or potential growth of the scourge, focusing mainly on unintentional media bias. 
Some of these academic analyses covered the periods before, leading up to, and after South Africa’s 
introduction to democracy in 1994. Please comment on the damage such publications may have 
caused on South Africa’s understanding of xenophobia, and its negative impacts on the nation’s 
equitable development. 

As follow-up, could you also please comment on the wealth of available high-quality academic, and 
publicly available knowledge reports on the subject, and the South African Government’s and 
institutional failures to act on these vital knowledge reports. Could these failures be a case of 
academic elitism, or even worse, a failure of our educational systems to address the knowledge 
deficiencies of the academics during their formative stages, the population as a whole due to 
inadequate educational processes, or the failure of exceptionally gifted and informed academics to 
extend their vital research findings to the action and implementation phases needed. And most 
importantly, the inability of key political and institutional leaders to overcome the clear lack of will 



to address the threats of xenophobia from the strong knowledge base available. The possibility of 
inequality and its xenophobic symptom rising to existential levels, as per Dr Luke Kemp’s risks of 
self-termination conclusion, must be identified and avoided at all costs. 

DeepSeek Response: 
Based on the search results, I can outline the key academic findings regarding media bias in 
coverage of xenophobia in South Africa, particularly from the post-1994 period onwards. The 
research suggests that a consistent pattern of unintentional, yet damaging, media reporting has had 
a significant impact on the nation's social fabric. 

       Findings on Media Coverage and Unintentional Bias 

Academic research consistently identifies several patterns in South African media coverage that 
contribute to a xenophobic environment, often without deliberate malice. 

• A Persistent Cycle of Negative Reporting: Comprehensive studies of English-language 
newspapers from 1994 to 2005 found that a majority of articles on migration were negative 
and lacked in-depth analysis [CORE 2000: No. 17: Writing Xenophobia: Immigration and the 
Press in Post-Apartheid South Africa]. One survey from the 1994-1998 period found that 
56% of articles contained at least one negative reference to migrants, a figure that, while 
decreasing to 44% in the 2000-2005 period, still represents a significant portion of coverage. 
This creates a cumulative effect where xenophobic rhetoric is normalized [Journal of 
Contemporary African Studies, 23, 3, Sept.2005: (Re)writing Xenophobia: Understanding—
Press Coverage of Cross-Border Migration in Southern Africa]. 

• Criminalization and Stereotyping: The media has often been found to rely on and 
perpetuate harmful stereotypes. This includes the uncritical reproduction of "statistics" on 
undocumented migration and the depiction of specific nationalities in a criminal light, such 
as framing Mozambicans as "car thieves" and Nigerians as "drug smugglers". This 
"criminalisation" is further reinforced by the use of terms like "illegal" and "alien," which 
have been criticized by institutions like the UN for dehumanizing migrants. More recent 
studies confirm this pattern, showing how the language used in the media socially constructs 
immigrants as "the other". 

• Sensationalism Over Substance: Research indicates that instead of providing balanced, 
contextual reporting, the media often sensationalizes the issue. For example, coverage of 
xenophobic violence in KwaZulu-Natal was found to have exacerbated conflicts through 
sensational reporting rather than helping audiences understand the underlying issues. The 
heavy reliance on wire services and police reports, which often identify crime suspects by 
nationality without context, was also identified as a key factor in perpetuating superficial 
and negative coverage. 

• Evidence of Bias Beyond Xenophobia: Recent computational analyses of news data reveal 
that bias extends beyond xenophobia. Word embedding techniques have identified 
consistent race bias in South African news coverage, for instance, finding that "journalists 
privilege White voices as more authoritative... but confine black voices to primarily localised 
contexts". 

     The Damage: Impact on South Africa's Understanding and Development 

The academic findings point to several damaging consequences of this media reporting. 

https://core.ac.uk/works/51750306/
https://core.ac.uk/works/51750306/
https://guyberger.ru.ac.za/fulltext/Media%20and%20Xenophobia%20in%20Southern%20Africa%20(2).pdf#4
https://guyberger.ru.ac.za/fulltext/Media%20and%20Xenophobia%20in%20Southern%20Africa%20(2).pdf#4


• Distorted Public Perception and Fuelling Prejudice: The research strongly suggests that the 
media's negative framing is not merely a reflection of public opinion but a contributor to it, 
creating a "cycle of negative (mis)representation". This is especially potent given that many 
South Africans have limited direct contact with foreigners and form their opinions based on 
secondary sources like the media. Studies on university students have confirmed that media-
perpetuated stereotypes influence xenophobic attitudes, even in a microcosm of society like 
a university campus. 

• Fostering a Sense of "Us" vs. "Them": By using derogatory names like amakwerekwere and 
framing the narrative around competition for jobs and resources, the media reinforces a 
division between South African citizens and foreign nationals. This erodes the principle of 
social cohesion and the spirit of ubuntu, a key South African value. An analysis of the 
#PutSouthAfricansFirst hashtag found that this "othering" is also prominent in online 
discourse, setting the agenda for misperceptions and violence. 

• Undermining Equitable Development and National Interests: The widespread xenophobia 
fuelled by this reporting directly contradicts South Africa's development goals. It undermines 
the country's "development partnership agenda" and its role as a leader in the African Union 
by creating a hostile environment for fellow Africans. This damages the nation's 
international standing and hampers its ability to attract skills and investment, hindering 
equitable economic and social development. As one report concluded, the media's poor 
coverage leaves "the South African public in the dark about the real complexities at play" in 
migration, while contributing to public xenophobia. 

           A Note on Key Sources 

The foundational research on this topic comes from studies conducted in the late 1990s and early 
2000s, which established the baseline for understanding media bias. More recent work continues to 
confirm and update these findings, using both qualitative methods and new computational tools to 
analyse language patterns [Taylor and Francis Online| 31 Jul 2025 | “We Are All Migrants”: 
Ideological Construction of Xenophobia in Nigerian and South African Newspaper Reports]. 

I hope this overview of the academic research is helpful. These studies reveal a complex situation 
where "unintentional" bias, stemming from journalistic practices, resource constraints, and societal 
prejudices, has had a profoundly tangible and negative impact on South African society and its 
developmental aspirations. 

This response is AI-generated, for reference only. 

DeepSeek Response to the Follow-up Prompt: 

Thank you for the follow-up and for highlighting the critical access barriers. Your point about the 
irony of relying on potentially inaccessible or AI-compromised sources is well-taken, especially given 
the recent events surrounding South Africa's draft AI policy. 

Regarding the wealth of available knowledge and the apparent failure to act, the search results 
point to a situation that is more systemic than simply "academic elitism." The core problem appears 
to be a profound disconnect between research, government response, and societal will. 

         Evidence of the Knowledge-Policy Gap 

The available information consistently indicates that the failure is not due to a lack of knowledge, 
but rather a failure to translate that knowledge into effective action. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/23743670.2025.2533827


• Acknowledged Ineffective Interventions: A systematic review from 2025 directly states that 
government interventions are "ineffective" and that "denialism by the government" 
exacerbates the problem [https://journals.uhk.cz/modernafrica/article/view/246: 
Understanding Xenophobic Attacks in South Africa: A Systematic Literature Review | 2025-
02-1]. This suggests the research is not only available but has already identified the 
government's response as part of the problem. 

• Repeated Cycles of Violence and Impunity: Academic and news analyses show a clear 
pattern: violence erupts, the government condemns it, and then there is "institutional drift" 
until the next outbreak [https://globalnation.inquirer.net/324355/south-africas-response-to-
xenophobia-is-under-fire | By: Kathy Short - Deutsche Welle / May 24, 2026]. The key failure 
identified is the lack of "proactive action by police and justice actors" and the "impunity" 
perpetrators face, rather than a lack of understanding of the root causes 
[https://allafrica.com/stories/202606290115.html. South Africa: Xenophobic Tensions in 
South Africa Point to Governance Failures, Not an Inevitable Social Crisis] This points to a 
wilful failure in enforcement and accountability. 

• A Dissonance Between Rhetoric and Reality: Research from 2026 highlights a "profound 
dissonance between rhetoric and reality" in South Africa. While the nation projects a strong 
human rights image internationally (e.g., at the ICJ), domestically, it fails to address 
"recurrent xenophobic violence," which "exposes enduring fractures that undermine human 
rights commitments" [https://doi.org/10.14426/vmcdp404 - Redefining Belonging: South 
Africa’s 2024 White Paper Reshapes Asylum Policy]. This suggests the failure is a matter of 
political priority, not a lack of information. 

       Diagnosing the Failure: Beyond "Academic Elitism" 

Based on these findings, the knowledge gap is less about academic inaccessibility and more about 
the following interlocking failures: 

1. A Failure of Political and Institutional Will: This is the most prominent factor. Leaders often 
scapegoat migrants for political gain, drawing attention away from the "true source of South 
Africa’s problems". The repetition of violence without accountability points to a deliberate 
choice by authorities to not prioritize this issue, making the crisis a matter of governance 
failure. 

2. A Failure of Implementation: The issue is not just political will but also a failure in 
operational capacity. Police and justice systems are failing to investigate and prosecute 
xenophobic crimes effectively, creating an environment of impunity. This indicates a failure 
in institutional execution, not simply a lack of knowledge. 

3. A Failure in the Research-to-Action Pipeline: While academics like those at the African 
Centre for Migration and Society produce vital research, there seems to be a systemic 
breakdown in ensuring these findings are embedded into policy and implementation plans. 
The recent draft AI policy scandal, where a government document contained fabricated 
references [The Withdrawal of South Africa’s Draft Artificial Intelligence Policy: An 
Opportunity? - Apr 28, 2026], is a stark, albeit different, example of how this research-to-
action pipeline can be dangerously corrupted. 

      The Existential Threat 

https://journals.uhk.cz/modernafrica/article/view/246
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The recurring cycle of violence, political scapegoating, and institutional inaction directly contributes 
to the "self-termination" risks described by Dr. Luke Kemp [Three references to Goliath’s Curse 
provided). By allowing xenophobia to fester, South Africa undermines its social cohesion, damages 
its international standing, and distracts from the real structural issues of unemployment and 
inequality. This inaction, driven by a "failure to consistently prevent violence and hold perpetrators 
accountable", creates a "hollowed-out shell of a society" that is increasingly fragile and susceptible 
to shocks. 

In conclusion, the problem is not that the "exceptionally gifted" academics have failed to extend 
their findings. The problem is that the political and institutional leaders, for reasons of political 
expediency and a possible lack of will, have chosen not to act upon this extensive and clear 
knowledge base. This makes the crisis a fundamental failure of governance, with consequences that 
can indeed be described as existential. 

This response is AI-generated, for reference only. 

Copilot Response: 21 July 2026 

Academic research shows that South African media coverage before and after 1994 often 
unintentionally reinforced xenophobic stereotypes, shaping public opinion and policymaking in 
damaging ways. Despite a wealth of high-quality reports and analyses, government and 
institutional responses have been weak, raising questions about elitism, educational failures, and 
political unwillingness to act. 

            Academic Research on Xenophobia and Media Bias 

• Writing Xenophobia (Danso & McDonald, 1998): Found that South African print media often 
reproduced anti-immigrant narratives uncritically, inflating fears of crime, disease, and job 
theft. This reinforced xenophobic policymaking and public sentiment. 

• Social Construction of the “African Other” (Gamage & Nyiayaana, 2026): Showed how 
migrants were systematically framed as outsiders, scapegoated for economic problems, and 
excluded from national belonging. 

• Scapegoating the Other (Tarisayi, 2023): Demonstrated how political rhetoric and biased 
media discourses amplified xenophobia, especially via social media. 

Damage caused: These publications highlighted how biased narratives shaped collective 
perceptions, but paradoxically, by documenting xenophobia without sufficient emphasis on 
solutions, they may have entrenched a sense of inevitability. The result was a distorted national 
understanding of xenophobia as a “normal” social pathology rather than a solvable structural issue, 
undermining equitable development. 

       Government and Institutional Failures 

• National Action Plan (NAP) (2019): South Africa launched a framework to combat racism 
and xenophobia, but implementation has been weak, with persistent violence and poor 
accountability. 

• Systematic Literature Review (Ngcamu, 2025): Found government denialism, ineffective 
interventions, and scapegoating worsened xenophobic attacks. 

• March and March Movement (Mavhura & Banda, 2026): Showed how grassroots anti-
immigrant movements escalated violence, with limited state capacity to respond. 

https://piefed.world/post/345070?sort=new#post_replies
https://piefed.world/post/345070?sort=new#post_replies


     Why Knowledge Has Not Translated into Action 

• Academic elitism: Research often remained in journals and conferences, inaccessible to 
policymakers and communities. 

• Educational system failures: Weak civic education left both academics and the public ill-
equipped to translate findings into practical interventions. 

• Implementation gap: Even exceptionally gifted academics rarely bridged the divide between 
theory and policy action. 

• Political unwillingness: Leaders often lacked the will to confront xenophobia, sometimes 
exploiting it for populist gain. 

This failure to act on a strong knowledge base risks escalating xenophobia into existential threats, 
aligning with Dr Luke Kemp’s self-termination risks, where unchecked social fractures undermine 
national stability. 

      Key Takeaways 

• Media bias before and after 1994 entrenched xenophobic stereotypes. 

• Academic research provided deep insights but often failed to drive policy change. 

• Government responses have been inconsistent, marked by denialism and weak 
enforcement. 

• The gap between knowledge and action reflects elitism, educational shortcomings, and 
political inertia. 

Would you like me to focus next on policy solutions, educational reforms, or media accountability 
as the most urgent pathway forward? 

A selection of Microsoft Copilot provided references:  

1. JSTOR | Writing Xenophobia: Immigration and the Print 
Media in Post-Apartheid South Africa 

2. IDEAS/RePEc | Xenophobia and the Social Construction of 
the â€œAfrican Otherâ€ In Post-Apartheid South Africa  

3. JIMS, Volume 18, number 1, 2024 | Scapegoating the 
'Other': A Qualitative Study of Anti-Immigrant Rhetoric and 
Xenophobia in South African social media 

4. Country Report on the National Action Plan to Combat 
Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related 
Intolerance (NAP) on Migration in South Africa 1 June 2026 

5. Dynamics informing xenophobia and leadership response in 
South Africa. 

6. Shades of prejudice: An investigation into the South African 
media’s coverage of racial violence and xenophobia | Posted 
on June 1, 2006 

7. journals.uhk.cz | Understanding Xenophobic Attacks in South 
Africa: A Systematic Literature Review | Modern Africa: 
Politics, History and Society 

8. Xenophobic Violence in South Africa: Government Inaction 
and African Union Silence Fuel a Human Rights Crisis April 
2026 

9. Academic xenophobia in South Africa - issues, challenges 
and solutions: Reflections on an ASSAf Roundtable 

10. Students’ perceptions of the influence of media on 
perpetuating xenophobia in South African universities 

Anthropic Response: 

Here's what the literature shows, organized by period and theme, followed by an honest 
engagement with your four-fold diagnostic framing. 

The academic research base 

Pre-1994 roots. A cluster of scholars — Neocosmos most prominently — have argued that 
xenophobia's origins predate democracy rather than following from it. The earliest documented 
xenophobic incidents occurred before 1994, which complicates any argument that treats the 
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phenomenon as a purely post-apartheid nationalist reaction. This body of work traces xenophobia 
to apartheid's spatial and administrative logic: apartheid's separatist legacy and spatial planning 
concentrated black South Africans in impoverished, homogenous communities where competition 
and violence over scarce resources were normalized, and before 1994 black South Africans 
themselves were denied citizenship status — a condition of exclusion later reproduced against 
foreign African migrants. 

The post-1994 explosion of research. The single most influential study on media coverage is Danso 
and McDonald's SAMP report. Analysing over 1,200 newspaper clippings from all English-language 
South African papers between 1994 and 1998, they found that coverage of international migration 
had been largely anti-immigrant and unanalytical, with a large proportion of articles reproducing 
racial and national stereotypes — Mozambicans cast as car thieves, Nigerians as drug smugglers. A 
related SAMP-affiliated analysis found that anti-immigrant sentiment in the region is generally not 
the product of direct personal contact with foreigners but rather of misinformation transmitted 
through secondary sources like school, friends, and media — which is precisely the mechanism that 
makes unintentional bias so consequential: readers had few alternative sources against which to 
check the frame. The same paper notes something important for your "damage" question: while 
direct causal links between anti-immigrant coverage and anti-immigrant policymaking or violence 
can't be proven, the two are at minimum mutually reinforcing, and the press bears responsibility for 
more balanced, factual reporting. 

Tracking the aftermath. Once violence became recurrent, a second wave of scholarship shifted from 
media framing to documentation and causal analysis — Misago and Landau's work on the 
"spatiotemporal" and political-mobilization dimensions of violence, Nieftagodien's township-level 
histories, Klotz on the border-and-belonging roots of the phenomenon, and the Xenowatch project 
at Wits, which has produced the most authoritative running dataset: between 1994 and 2021 there 
were 796 recorded xenophobic incidents, resulting in 588 killings, roughly 1,000 physical assaults, 
and nearly 4,700 looted foreigner-owned shops. Mlambo's more recent work reframes the whole 
picture as one of continuity — immigrants in South Africa now live in an era of "post-apartheid-
apartheid," in which the constitutional promise of equality coexists with covert and overt 
discrimination that mirrors the racism experienced by black South Africans under apartheid. 

Where the "unintentional bias" damage actually lands 

The damage isn't primarily that journalists set out to incite violence — it's structural and 
cumulative: 

• Statistical inflation became common sense. Uncritical reproduction of exaggerated "illegal 
immigrant" numbers, without interrogation of their sourcing, let a folk statistic harden into a 
policy premise long before any government White Paper tested it. 

• Criminalization by occupation. Nationality-as-crime-type shorthand (Mozambican=car thief, 
Nigerian=drug dealer) did something more corrosive than stereotype individuals — it trained 
the public to read economic activity by foreigners as inherently suspect, which is the exact 
narrative now driving movements like Operation Dudula's targeting of foreign-owned spaza 
shops and informal traders. 

• It foreclosed the apartheid-continuity reading. Because most 1990s coverage treated 
xenophobia as a new, post-1994 pathology (a reaction to "floods" of immigrants) rather than 
as continuous with apartheid's logic of exclusion, the public conversation missed the 
structural diagnosis that would have pointed toward the right remedy — spatial and 

https://samponline.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Acrobat22.pdf
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economic redress — and instead normalized a framing centred on border control and 
documentation status. 

The implementation gap you're describing is real, and well-documented 

This is not a case of missing knowledge. South Africa's xenophobia crisis is not driven by a lack of 
laws or awareness, but by a failure to consistently prevent violence and hold perpetrators 
accountable — at its core, a failure of government to meet its legal obligations to protect non-
citizens. On the specific instrument meant to operationalize the research base: the National Action 
Plan, launched in 2019 after a consultative process between government and civil society, notably 
fails to address the accountability gap — virtually no one has been convicted for past outbreaks, 
including the 2015 Durban violence and the 2008 attacks that killed more than 60 people. Six years 
later, assessment hasn't improved: while the NAP exists on paper, implementation has been weak, 
inconsistent, and largely ineffective. A 2026 academic critique goes further, arguing the plan is close 
to vacuous in operational terms: rather than marshal state resources against organized anti-
immigrant campaigns, it focuses on education and dialogue-style public events intended to foster 
goodwill and social cohesion — measures that do little to erode the power of the gangs and criminal 
networks now driving extortion of foreign traders. Local-level evidence of the same pattern 
predates the national plan: a 2018 case in Durban's INK townships showed threats of renewed 
xenophobic violence could have been averted had provincial officials simply implemented the 
recommendations of the task team that had already investigated the 2015 outbreak. 

Engaging your four hypotheses honestly 

You've offered four candidate explanations for the gap between knowledge and action. I'd push 
back gently on treating these as mutually exclusive — the evidence supports different weights for 
each, and a couple deserve more scrutiny than others. 

Academic elitism, as a sufficient explanation, is weak. SAMP, Wits' African Centre for Migration & 
Society, and the HSRC have all produced research explicitly aimed at policy audiences, in accessible 
report form, often commissioned with government or civil-society co-authorship (the NAP process 
itself involved Chapter Nine institutions and civil society). The knowledge wasn't hoarded in 
journals; it was handed to government repeatedly, including through direct roundtables with 
departments present. That doesn't rule out elitism in some corners of the academy, but it isn't the 
load-bearing failure here. 

A general educational deficiency in the population is more plausible as a vulnerability than as the 
primary cause. It helps explain why the media's unanalytical framing found so little resistance — 
few counter-narratives existed at the level of everyday reasoning. But it doesn't explain why officials 
who clearly do have access to the research (ministers, task teams, drafters of a NAP built on 
consultation with the exact researchers who documented the problem) failed to act on it. 

The research-to-implementation translation gap is real but secondary. Some of it is a genuine 
capacity problem — academic recommendations aren't always written in operational, budgeted, 
department-assignable form. But the Durban case above shows officials had literal task-team 
recommendations in hand and still didn't act, which points past translation failure toward 
something else. 

Political will is where the weight of the evidence actually falls. The pattern across sources here is 
consistent and specific: laws and knowledge exist; consequences don't. Human Rights Watch has 
documented instances where law enforcement has been complicit through neglect or direct abuse 
rather than merely under-resourced, and officials have at times actively minimized attacks as 



"normal criminality" rather than naming them as xenophobic. That's not an information deficit — 
it's a series of choices, some of them politically rational in the short term (scapegoating migrants for 
unemployment and service failures is electorally cheaper than addressing their structural causes). 

On Kemp's framing: his work on civilizational collapse treats elite capture and the erosion of 
accountability mechanisms as risk multipliers rather than as the risk itself — societies rarely collapse 
from one failure, but repeated, unpunished institutional impunity narrows the margin for absorbing 
the next shock. I'd be cautious about invoking "existential" in the literal sense here — South Africa's 
xenophobia crisis is a severe, compounding governance and human-rights failure with real death 
tolls, not itself a national-extinction-level event. But the mechanism you're gesturing at is sound and 
matches your existing framework: unaccountable elites who benefit from scapegoating narratives 
have weaker incentives to fix the structural drivers (inequality, unemployment, spatial legacy) — 
and each unaddressed cycle both deepens social fracture and erodes the state's credibility to 
govern the next one, which is exactly the compounding-fragility logic collapse researchers worry 
about. 

Want me to pull this into a structured document, or go deeper on any one thread — say, the 
Neocosmos structural-elite literature specifically, since it maps closely onto the framework you're 
building? 

Read: Michael Neocosmos; “From ‘Foreign Natives’ to ‘Native Foreigners’, Explaining Xenophobia in 
Post-apartheid South Africa” | CODESRIA 24/11/2006; Re-thinking Politics today: elements of a 
critique of political liberalism in Southern Africa—phambo.wiser.org.za 2004. 

Annex 1: An AI Review of Inequality-driven Xenophobia in South Africa, 26 May 2026 

There exists a wealth of information generated by many individuals and institutions covering the 
complex histories of inequality and xenophobia in South Africa. For the purposes of this document, 
two AI platforms were prompted to summarise the key headlines of these histories, the results 
follow. These results are intended to contribute towards the identification process of all essential 
knowledge sources about inequality and xenophobia in South Africa, to be integrated into existing 
and new initiatives designed to reduce the twin interdependent dehumanizing scourges. 

 

The Ancient and Modern Histories of Xenophobia in Africa 

Please examine the ancient and modern histories of Africa, with special reference to South Africa, to 
list the known and speculated histories of inequality-driven partial or total social and state 
collapses, as described by Luke Kemp and Walter Scheidel in their classic works Goliath’s Curse and 
The Great Leveler. Please provide a summarized opinion or speculation of these occurrences during 
the hunter-gatherer pre-Neolithic period, and the known histories of these occurrences after the 
transition to farming. A special reference to South Africa’s precolonial, colonial, apartheid, and post-
apartheid periods would be most helpful. In South Africa’s modern history, I think of the Mfecane, 
the Sharpeville Massacre, the June 1976 Soweto Uprising, the pre-democracy liberation struggles 
(the bush wars), more recently, the Marikana massacre, and the regular xenophobic debates and 
disturbances occurring as this inquiry is being drafted. A short summary of occurrences in Africa, 
e.g., the numerous coups d'etat, violence outbreaks, and state failures in African countries, would 
also be appreciated. It is my belief that the root causes of these histories can be traced to inequality, 
poverty, unemployment, ineffective education, and poor governance, all of which threaten 
democracy. A comment on how AI can exacerbate or mitigate these factors would be helpful. This 

https://www.stias.ac.za/people/michael-neocosmos/
https://publication.codesria.org/index.php/pub/catalog/view/204/1246/4190
https://phambo.wiser.org.za/files/seminars/Neocosmos2004.pdf


list will help me to add value to my research into inequality and its interconnected tentacles as 
outlined in the 17 SDGs. 

 

DeepSeek 

Your research into the deep historical roots of inequality is crucial for understanding the challenges 
facing modern democracies. By examining African history through the frameworks of collapse and 
leveling, we can trace how inequality has acted as both a driver of societal transformation and a 
catalyst for violence. 

Here is a summary of the known and speculated histories of inequality-driven collapses, with special 
reference to South Africa and the African continent. 

        The Pre-Neolithic Period: Egalitarian Origins 

In the hunter-gatherer pre-Neolithic period, there is no evidence of societal collapse driven by 
internal economic inequality. 

• The "Original Affluent Society": For over 300,000 years, Homo sapiens lived in small, fluid, 
and largely egalitarian bands. As Luke Kemp notes, these early civilizations thwarted any 
individual or group from accumulating power or wealth. 

• Why No Collapse? Because there was no significant accumulation of wealth to fight over. 
Walter Scheidel explains that hunter-gatherers had little property and thus little inequality. 
While intergroup conflict existed over territory or resources—particularly after shifts to 
foraging for dense, predictable resources like shellfish in Southern Africa —this was not 
driven by internal class or wealth gaps. 

• The Transition Trigger: The shift to farming changed everything. The domestication of plants 
and animals allowed for the accumulation of resources, the creation of surpluses, and the 
development of land ownership. This transition sowed the first seeds of hierarchical 
societies and systematic inequality, creating the "Goliaths" that Kemp describes—large, 
hierarchical societies that are powerful but inherently fragile and prone to collapse . 

      Known Histories After the Transition to Farming 

Once hierarchical societies emerged, inequality became a central driver of instability. 

Africa's Precolonial Collapses 

The rise and fall of complex societies in precolonial Africa fits the classic pattern of "Goliaths" that 
contain the seeds of their own demise . 

• The Bokoni Terraces (South Africa): This was a large, decentralized, and cooperative farming 
society in Mpumalanga that flourished from around 1500 until the 1820s. It was built on 
intensive, terraced agriculture. Its collapse was not due to internal peasant uprisings but was 
replaced by a new political order built on extraction, war, and the accumulation of military 
technology (guns), which led to a population crash. This illustrates how a shift from a 
cooperative economy to a predatory one can cause a societal collapse. 

• General Patterns: Many precolonial African states (e.g., Great Zimbabwe, Mapungubwe, 
Axum) experienced cycles of collapse often linked to climate change, resource exhaustion, 
and internal political succession crises—all of which exacerbated existing inequalities 
between rulers and commoners. 



South Africa's Colonial and Apartheid Eras 

This period represents a deliberate, state-enforced creation of extreme inequality, which directly 
led to the "collapse" of the apartheid state itself. 

• The Engine of Inequality: Colonialism and apartheid systematically stripped Black South 
Africans of land and labour rights. The 1913 Natives Land Act restricted Black land 
ownership to just 7% of the country, creating a vast, cheap labour pool for white-owned 
mines and farms. This institutionalized inequality was the defining feature of the "Goliath." 

• The Mfecane (c.1815-1840): While its scale and nature are debated, this period of 
widespread warfare and displacement in Southern Africa is often linked to the rise of the 
Zulu kingdom under Shaka. It can be seen as a violent "leveling" process, where military 
conflict (one of Scheidel's "Four Horsemen") shattered existing chiefdoms and reshaped 
demographics. 

• Moments of "Leveling" and Collapse: 

o Sharpeville (1960) and Soweto (1976): These were not state collapses, but critical 
tipping points. The massacres of peaceful protesters highlighted the regime's brutal 
illegitimacy, galvanized internal resistance, and led to international sanctions and 
divestment. They were crucial steps in the long-term erosion of the apartheid state's 
viability. 

o The Bush Wars / Liberation Struggles: These conflicts on the borders of South Africa 
(Angola, Namibia, Mozambique) directly taxed the apartheid regime's military and 
economic resources. This external warfare combined with internal uprisings made 
the apartheid system politically and economically unsustainable. The eventual 
negotiated transition in 1994 was a managed collapse of the racial hierarchy rather 
than a violent revolution. 

Modern South Africa (Post-Apartheid) 

Since 1994, South Africa has faced a different challenge: high levels of persistent structural 
inequality inherited from apartheid, which continue to threaten social stability. 

• Marikana Massacre (2012): This event, where 34 striking mineworkers were killed by police, 
is a stark example. It was not a "collapse," but a seismic shock driven by grievances over 
wages and living conditions in the still-unequal mining sector. It exposed the fragility of post-
apartheid social contracts. 

• Xenophobic Violence: These recurring disturbances are often described as "poor-on-poor" 
violence. They are driven by frustration over unemployment and poverty, which is then 
misdirected at foreign nationals (often from other African countries) who are scapegoated 
for economic hardships. This is a symptom of a society where inequality and lack of 
opportunity create intense internal pressure. 

General Patterns Across Africa: Coups and State Failures 

The numerous coups d'état, violence outbreaks, and state failures across Africa can be understood 
through this same lens. The root causes you identified—inequality, poverty, unemployment, poor 
governance—are the primary drivers. 

• The "Coup Belt" of West Africa: Recent coups in Benin, Guinea-Bissau, Niger, Mali, and 
Burkina Faso are fuelled by popular frustration with corrupt or ineffective governance, 



economic stagnation, and rising insecurity from terrorist groups. The military juntas promise 
order, but often deliver further economic collapse and human rights abuses, creating a 
vicious cycle. 

• State Collapse (Somalia, 1991): Somalia is a classic modern example of a total state collapse, 
which Luke Kemp cites in his analyses. The overthrow of Siad Barre's regime led to decades 
of civil war, lawlessness, and the absence of central governance, demonstrating what 
happens when inequality and clan-based grievances combine with the failure of state 
institutions. 

       My Opinion and Analysis 

Your belief that the root causes of these histories are inequality, poverty, unemployment, ineffective 
education, and poor governance is strongly supported by evidence. Democracy itself is threatened 
not by external enemies, but by its failure to deliver material well-being and dignity to all citizens. 
When people feel the system is rigged—as was the case under apartheid and as many feel today—
the social fabric frays, and the appeal of authoritarian solutions grows. The African experience 
demonstrates that peace and democracy are not endpoints, but ongoing achievements that 
require constant effort to manage inequality. 

      A Note on Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

Your question about AI is prescient, as AI is a dual-use technology that will profoundly affect these 
dynamics. 

• How AI Could Exacerbate Inequality: 

1. Job Displacement: Automation could eliminate routine jobs in sectors like 
manufacturing, administration, and customer service, which are critical for lower-
skilled and middle-income workers in Africa, worsening unemployment. 

2. Digital Divide: AI benefits will likely concentrate in well-funded, tech-savvy hubs, 
further marginalizing rural and impoverished communities with poor infrastructure. 

3. Surveillance and Control: Authoritarian regimes or failing states could use AI for 
advanced surveillance, social control, and disinformation (e.g., AI-generated 
propaganda that has already been used to support coup plotters in West Africa). 

4. Hyper-inequality: If AI creates massive productivity gains concentrated in the hands 
of a few global tech companies and their shareholders, global wealth inequality could 
reach unprecedented levels. 

• How AI Could Mitigate These Factors: 

1. Improving Education: AI-powered personalized tutoring and adaptive learning 
platforms could provide high-quality, low-cost education to underserved populations, 
directly addressing ineffective education . 

2. Enhancing Agriculture: AI can provide smallholder farmers with real-time advice on 
weather, soil health, pest control, and market prices, boosting productivity and 
tackling poverty and unemployment. 

3. Improving Governance: AI tools can be used to map and tax land more fairly 
(addressing land inequality), detect fraud in social spending, and improve public 
service delivery. It can also analyze patterns to predict potential conflict hotspots. 



4. Healthcare Access: AI diagnostics can be deployed via mobile phones to rural clinics, 
providing low-cost access to healthcare, which is linked to poverty and productivity. 

The outcome will depend on active choices. As the Atlantic Council argues, ignoring AI is not a 
strategy. Africa must engage with the technology and create "guardrails" to ensure it serves 
development goals and reduces poverty, rather than becoming another tool for the powerful to 
entrench their position . 

I hope this detailed summary provides a valuable foundation for your research into the 
interconnected "tentacles" of inequality across the 17 SDGs. 

 

Microsoft Copilot 

Inequality has repeatedly driven social unrest and collapse in Africa, from precolonial upheavals 
like the Mfecane to modern crises such as Marikana and xenophobic violence. South Africa’s 
trajectory illustrates how inequality, poverty, and poor governance threaten democracy, echoing 
Luke Kemp’s and Walter Scheidel’s findings that concentrated power and wealth often precede 
collapse. 

 

      Pre-Neolithic and Farming Transitions 

• Hunter-gatherer egalitarianism: Early African societies were relatively equal, with wealth 
and power distributed communally. Collapse in this era was rare, as mobility and small group 
size limited inequality. 

• Neolithic farming: Farming introduced surpluses, hierarchies, and elites. Kemp’s “Goliaths” 
emerged—large, fragile systems prone to collapse when inequality widened. Scheidel’s 
thesis suggests violence (wars, revolutions, epidemics) was often the only force that reduced 
inequality. 

 

🇿🇦 South Africa’s Historical Phases 

• Precolonial: The Mfecane (early 19th century) saw widespread displacement and warfare, 
partly driven by competition for land and cattle, exacerbating inequality between polities. 

• Colonial: European conquest entrenched racial hierarchies, dispossession, and economic 
inequality. 

• Apartheid: Institutionalized inequality created systemic poverty and exclusion. Events like 
the Sharpeville Massacre (1960) and Soweto Uprising reflected violent resistance to 
inequality. 

• Post-apartheid: Despite democracy, inequality remains extreme. The Marikana massacre 
(2012) and recurring xenophobic violence highlight persistent fractures tied to 
unemployment, poverty, and governance failures. 

 

     Africa-Wide Patterns 

• Coups d’état: From Ghana (1966) to Mali (2020s), military takeovers often stemmed from 
inequality and weak governance. 



• Civil wars: Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Sudan illustrate Scheidel’s “Great Leveler” thesis—
violence temporarily reduced inequality but at immense human cost. 

• State failures: Somalia and the DRC show how inequality, corruption, and poor institutions 
hollow out states. 

 

          Root Causes 

• Inequality, poverty, unemployment, poor education, and governance failures are recurring 
drivers of unrest and collapse. 

• Kemp emphasizes that “Goliaths” collapse when elites extract too much, while Scheidel 
shows that leveling often comes through violent shocks. 

 

          AI’s Role 

• Exacerbation risks: AI could deepen inequality if access is limited to elites, displacing jobs 
and reinforcing surveillance states. 

• Mitigation potential: AI can improve education, governance, and poverty reduction by 
enabling better resource allocation, predictive policy, and inclusive digital economies. 

 

      Summary Table 

Period/Event Inequality Driver Collapse/Unrest Outcome 

Hunter-gatherer Minimal inequality Stable, mobile societies 

Neolithic farming Surpluses, elites Fragile hierarchies 

Mfecane Land/cattle inequality Warfare, displacement 

Apartheid Racial hierarchy Mass protests, massacres 

Marikana Labor inequality Violent suppression 

Xenophobia Economic inequality Recurring unrest 

African coups Governance failure State collapse/instability 

 

Would you like me to expand more on Scheidel’s violence-as-leveler thesis in relation to South 
Africa’s liberation struggles, or on Kemp’s fragility of Goliaths in the African context? 

Concluding Summaries of Four AI Platforms 

Anthropic Conclusion: South Africa's recurring xenophobic eruptions are not a failure of its people. 
They are the predictable output of a system that ended political apartheid while preserving 
economic apartheid — and that has, for thirty years, offered its most desperate citizens a scapegoat 
instead of a future. If Halliday is right that the past is the map, and Kemp is right that concentrated 
power is the curse, and De Schutter is right that compounding inequality spans centuries, then the 
honest conclusion is this: overcoming xenophobia is not a cultural project. It is a structural one. It 
requires the redistribution of the material conditions that make the other feel threatening. Without 
that, no amount of rainbow-nation rhetoric will hold — because hungry people, abandoned by their 



state, will always find someone to blame. The question is only whether we give them a scapegoat or 
give them justice. 

DeepSeek Concluding Statements:  

• Luke Kemp (Goliath’s Curse), argues that “Goliath” (hyper-unequal, brittle systems) generate 
internal paranoia and external fear. Extreme inequality (e.g., South Africa’s Gini ~0.67) creates 
status threat among poor citizens who then blame foreign “outsiders” for their misery, even 
when data show immigrants contribute net economic benefits. Kemp shows that xenophobia is 
a curse of inequality, not an irrational ancient instinct.  

• Xenophobia is not a timeless hatred of strangers but the fossil fuel of inequality. When 
narrow—denying visas, attacking foreign shopkeepers—it is a direct symptom of competition 
distorted by poverty and elite scapegoating. When extended—religious wars, political purges, 
sectarian cleansing—it is the weapon of those who fear internal difference as contamination. 

• De Schutter’s timeline (9+ generations, 180–270 years). That estimate refers to 
intergenerational mobility for children in unequal societies to reach Nordic levels of 
opportunity—if inequality is left unaddressed. Xenophobia short-circuits that timeline because it 
redirects political energy toward exclusion rather than redistribution. Each xenophobic cycle 
resets the clock: resources spent on policing foreigners, not early childhood development; social 
trust eroded, not built. 

ChatGPT Concluding Statements: 

As inequality grows, societies often become more vulnerable to narratives that blame outsiders 
rather than addressing structural causes. 

A Brief Integrative Conclusion: From a narrow perspective, xenophobia is hostility toward 
foreigners. From a broader historical perspective, it is one manifestation of humanity's recurring 
tendency to divide the world into "us" and "them." Across religions, races, nations, ideologies, and 
cultures, this tendency has repeatedly combined with inequality, competition, fear, and 
concentrated power to generate conflict, oppression, and even societal collapse. Understanding 
these patterns across centuries, as urged by Halliday and Kemp, suggests that xenophobia is not 
merely a social prejudice but one strand in a larger web of exclusionary forces that both arise from 
and reinforce inequality. 

Gemini Concluding Statements:  

Here is a breakdown of how your historical and contemporary examples fit into the narrow versus 
extended definitions of xenophobia, and how they connect to systemic collapse and inequality. 

The Essence of the Scourge: Xenophobia is fundamentally a symptom, not a root cause. It is the 
psychological byproduct of unbearable systemic inequality and institutional failure. 

When history’s "Goliaths" fail to provide dignity, safety, and equity for their people, the resulting 
resource scarcity forces communities into a survivalist, tribal mindset. Whether it is a border wall, a 
violent riot in Johannesburg, or sectarian bloodletting in East Africa, xenophobia is the 
weaponization of human fear. It convinces the desperate that the threat to their future is the person 
below them on the ladder, rather than the broken system holding them both down. 


